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A DISCOURSE concerning the NECESSITY and. CONTIN- 
GENCY of EVENTS in the WORLD, in refpedl of GOD's 
ETERNAL DECKEES. 


By THOMAS GOAD, D.D. 
[Concluded from page 272.) 


ONTINGENCY is the middle point between nece/fi- 
C ty and impoffdristy of being ; and therefore fo much 
as any thing inclineth to exsfence, it is_neceffary. 
The want or negleét of the diftin@ion between coatengency 
and ca/ualty, hath been a great caufe of the error we con- 
fute: for our oppofites Mill taking fortuttou/ly and contins 
gently for /ynonimous, becaufe they would have nothing ca- 
fual in refpe& of GOD, therefore they would have every 
thing neceffary; not difcerning the middle path which we 
walk in, between epicurifm and floict/m. 

Concerning GOD’s providence we teach, that although, 
according to that erdmary courfe, which we call nature, 
which he hath prefcribed for the operation of bis creatures 
in the decree of creation, many things fall out according to 
the free choice of voluntary agents, no way by him neceffitat- 
ed; yet GOD is fitill bufy with a doubie providence, The 
fof is unverfal; by this, whatfoever zatural agents do con- 
tingently, he fore-feeth mot clearly, and ordereth moft wife- 
ly, according to his glory, the prefervation ot the univerfe, 
and 






































§O4 ON THE NECESSITY AND 


and good of hts creatures, The fecond is particular ; by thig 
he puls in oft-times a miraculous finger into fuch contingent 
bufinefs as refpefts his church, and oft-times fo worketh the 
heart of the voluntary agent, that he doth that which, if he 
had been left alone to himfelf, he would pot have done ; and 
is fecretly diverted from the doing that, which otherwife he 
would moft wl/:ngly, and could moft eafily have done. 

And here our oppofites may pleafe to obferve, that our 
opinion is fo far from denying a particular providence, that 
it only maintaineth a providence properly termed particular: 
for that particular providence which our oppofites talk of, 
if it be well looked into, will appear to be in no better fenfe 
particular, than the Roman church is univerfal. 

They fay, that there is not any numerical a€t perforthed 
by any creature, without an eéernal decree from GOD ; this 
they call particular providence. Alas! this is the general, 
which concerrieth all the a€tions performed by all things, of 
at leaft one mixt of general and particular. As for example, 
becaufe it raineth to-day (GOD fo ordereth that it fhould;) 
is it any fenfe to fay, this rain was by the particular ptovie 
dence of GOD, unlefs we elpied extraordinary matter init? 
We therefore call that unzver/al providence, whereby GOD 
dire&teth whatfoever his creatures do, according to their né 
tural propenfities, for the prefervation and good of the w- 
verfe. We term that particular or /pecial providence, 
whereby GOD interpofing his extraordinary power amongt 
the contengent affairs of commonwealths, or private men, fome- 
times by fenfible mzracies and prodigies; fometimes by his 
fecret omnipotency, fenfible only in the event; manifefleth 
his mercy or juffice, to his own glory, or good of his church. 

This is properly termed /pectal providence. 1 will now 
fpecify my faith concerning GOD’s providence. 

Firft. tis very probable, that petty ¢rivial matters, fuch 
as are indifferent, not only in refpe& of them/elves, but alfo 
of their confeguences, fall out altogether contingenily, wih- 
out any neceffitating decree. Thefe matters are of three forts. 

1. The toys and trifling vanities of voluntary, agents. 
What a company of idle geftures and fporting tricks ule we 
every 
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every day, which doubtlefs, for aught GOD hath decreed, 
we might have as eafily omitted ? 

» the 2.. The petty confequences of the main aftions of natural 
if he agents : for example, though the main drift and feope of 
the operations of the e/ements and meteors be according to 
fe hé the method eternally prefcribed them by GOD; yet fome 
particular events accompanying their operations, fome cir- 
cumflances, queftionlefs, were not prefixed by @ particular 


t our 
that decree ; aS now and then it happeneth to rain when the fun 
whit fhineth. I cannot believe that there is any /peciaéd decree 


k of concerning this. 

Here I would have the reader obferve, how thefe events 
are not fo properly called contengent, as thofe others are ; 
for they were {wayed by no decree either general or /pectal, 
this from the middle point between nece/fity and impoffibility of 
being. But thefe, though they are contingent in refpett of 


eral, 
, a a particular decree, and may as well not be as be, for aught 
nple GOD hath preci/e/y determined ‘concerning them}; yet in 


ald} refpect of the general method prefixed to natural agents, they 
do neceffarely come to pafs, becaufe their main office cannot 
be performed without thefe circumftances and confequences. 
0D The laft fort are mixed of the two former, and include 
all fuch events as refult from the contingent concourse of na- 


‘al ture and voluntary agents; as when the wind bloweth off 
ntti one’s hat, to fay that GOD parttcular/y decreed fuch trifles, 
rng I think it injurious to the maje/y of his determinations. 
we But here by trifles I mean fuch matters, as I faid before, 
a which are indifferent, not only in refpe& of themfelves, but 


fleth alfo of their confequences. 
I believe, that things of greateft moment are done nece/- 


ms Sarily, by the zmmediate power of GOD, either by /wayeng 
men from their own proper aaclinations, or by /upernatural 

fuch means quite crofling ‘heii enterprizes. So we read in the 

alfo Seripture and church-hilertes, how GOD hath iometumes 

Eve quite changed the hearts of men for fome great purpofe con- 

ae cerning his church and glory. 

iad I believe that the middle fort of events in the world, fuch 
a ate neither érival nor yet extraordinary, the ordinary 
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ferious matters which covicern religton; commonwealths, the 
temporal and /pritual good of private men, the prefervation 
from confufton, Ge. Of thefe, I fay, my belief is, tha 
though ordinari/y men and reafonable agents do things con. 
tingently, yet GOD doth fo manage this contingency, daily 
and hourly interpofing his power according to his mercy or 
jufhree, that very few matters of confequence are merely Com 
tingent. Yor example ; becaafe 1 fee marriage for the mof 
part to be either a great cur/e or a great dleffing, 1am fo far 
perfuaded of the truth of the common faying, that I think 
marriages, tor the moft part, ate made in heaven, befor 
they are on earth. Let'a man diligently perufe any hiftery, 
and he hall find many things done eraznari/y, according te 
the natural bent of particular péermons, amd %& contingentlyin 
refpeét of GOD ; and yet let him join all things done by al 
the afors in the iflory together ; let him. accurately obferve 
how one thing followeth upon afiother, he fhall find, that 
fill at the lait there will be fomething from the finger af 
GOD, manifefting the glory either of his mercy or jufiee 
If we read the hiftory of the reformation, begun by Luther, 
we fhall perceive many things, done by the nadura/ humeous 
of men, by the guidance of Divine wifdom made admirable 
furtherances of the reformation. The like may be faid d 
Henry the vitt’s marrtage, and the diffolution of abbeys 
The like indeed may be obferved in any hiftory, efpecially 
if it concern redigion or a chréftian commonwealth ; for! 
eonceive that GOD's providence is more or lefs remarkable 
in a place, proportionably to the profeffion of redigzon. Let 
aman but diligently obferve the prime paflages of his own 
times; let him mark how the chief afers in them do al 
things according to their partecular bents and private lw 
mours; yet let him note the upfhot, he fhall perceive, that 
there was fome fecret guide which direéted all to GOD’ 
giory, though men do what they lift according to their own 
pleafure. The beft demonftration of this moft ufeful and 
delightful truth every man might beft make to himfelf. It 
he would but ferioufly confider the whole courfe of his own 


life, and mark how (whatfoever he hath done out of the 
abfolute 











_ the 
Ten 
that 
COR. 
daily 
'y or 
COR. 
moh 
> far 
hink 
fore 


ir te 
ly in 
that 


bree 5 


her, 





CONTINGENCY 








OF EVENTS, 8°97 


abfolute freedom of his choice,) his a€tions have been turned 
and winded now and then con/rary to his extent, now and 
then deyoud it, now and then defde it; fometimes to his 
gre, fometimes to his comfort, always to be examples of 
GOD's mercy, or his juflice; he would ealily perceive, how 
excellently the Divine prowdence worketh upon OONLNBENCLES. 

Here the reader may fee how I fuppofe fome shings Nne- 
cffary, fome things contangent, fome things mzxt, by reafon 
of divers circinnitances of both kinds; by no means under- 
taking precifely to determine how many things are done con- 
tungently, or how many neceffarily. 

Now as our opinion doth molt exa&ly blazon the divinity 
of GOD’s infinite knowledge, by which he fimply knoweth 
all things, fo alo it doth,moft clearly fet forth the honour 
of his.adlive wefdom, by whicly he governeth all things. For 
to order all things-in an harmonious concord to good, what- 
foever the confufed, diltraéted difcord of choice in inferior 
caufes may produce, is a more glorious a€t of wifdom, than 
firft to decree how all things fhall be done according to cer- 
fain platforms, and to fee them effected according to them ; 
yea, this conceit, though it be /ozcz/m in itfelf, yet it open- 
eth a great door for epuur:/m. For Epicurus and his tel. 
lows believed there were gods, but imagined they incumber- 
ed not themfelves with the ordering of /ublunary matters, 
but fuffered matters here below to go for the mofl part ac- 
cording to the natural and eternal cufloms. Even fo, if GOD 
hath from eternity prefixed an ir refiftible tenor agreeable to 
which all things thould for ever necefarily come. to pafs, 
GOD might from edernity alfo, from the fame inftant he 
made his decrees, let all things alone according to Epecurus’s 
conceit, feeing all things muft come orderly to pafs, by vir- 
tue of his decree, though he flept all the while, 

But our doétrine, they fay, contradi&eth the f{criptures. 
Our Saviour telleth the apoltles, that the Aazrs of ther heads 
were all numbered; that not fo much as a /parrow falleth 
without his Father. Therefore the pettieft matters in the 
world are determined by GOD himlelf, 
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The meaning of the place is this, not one of them falleth 
without GOD's. privity and permiffon. The {cope of our 
Saviour was to encourage his difciples, whom he was now 
fending abroad into the world as f/heep among wolves; to this 
purpofe he*tells them, that the hairs of thetr heads were 
numbered ; the number of them-was known to GOD, with 
out whofe permnffion they could:not lofe one of them. That 
not fo mueh as a /parrow falleth without their Father, i. ¢, 
without the xowledge and perovjion of him who was their 
loving Father: and there!cre be bids them not to be afraid, 
feeing it fuch trifles could not be without GOD's permiffon, 
doubtlels GOD, who was their more /peceaé obferver, would 
not fuffer.men to meddle with them, more than fhould be 
for his glory and their good. So that it cannot, without 
abfurdity, be hence concluded, that GOD hath made: any 
fpectal decree concerning /parrows; for, as St. Paud faith, 
Doth GOD take care for oxen? fo fay 1, Doth GOD tak 
care for {parrows ? Here it is worth obfervation, that theat- 
guments, for the moit part, which our oppoftes produce for 
the neceffity of all events, and their kind of particular provi- 
dence, are fach, as conclude e:ther not fo much, or mor 
than they would have them ; being much like the garments 
which were made for the moon, either too big or too little 
for their conclufions. For either they are drawn from par- 
tricular examples, and prove nothing at all; as when €a/tm 
proveth there arifeth no wind without a /pecea/ decree {rom 
GOD, becaufe he caufed a /outh-wind to bring the #/raelites 
guatls; or elfe they are deduced out of reafens and {erip- 
tures, which, as they handle them, prove GOD to be the 
author of fin, and fo a great deal more than they are willing 
they fhould. 

But our opinion may feem to patronize the proud er- 
ror concerning free-will. For if GOD doth not necefli- 
tate our aétions, but leave them to our inclinations, fo 
that it is in our power to work or not work; we have 
freedom of will to do or not to do, whatfoever we do com- 
fingently, 
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leth Thefe words, which we do contingently, ave well put in; 
our ‘for we fay many things are done contingenily in refpeét of 
10W GOD, yet many we fay are done by GOD's /peczal deter- 
this mination. But ’tis moft certainly true, that good duties, 
vere properly fo called, to which we are bound, are never per- 
ith. formed without chowe and freedom: which, therefore, a- 
hat mongft other privileges of Chrift’s purchafing, are reftored 
Le t. under the fpiritual judzlee of the gofpel, and conferred on 
heir us by the Holy Ghoft as one /peceal part of our redempti- 
aid, on. If the Son make you free, then are you free indeed. 
OR, And, Where the Sprrit of the Lord ts, there is taberty. 
vuld In anfwer then to the objeétion, I fay, that for our na- 
| be tural a€tions, as eating or walking, 1 believe that ordinari- 
out ly we perform them free/y and contingently in refpett of 
any GOD. ~ Likewife I doubt not, but as the ancient heathens 
ith, Aniflides, Socrates, Fabrictus, fo many now perform ma- 
‘ake ny things cevelly and morally good, being left alone * to 
at- their contingent educations and complexions. But for mat- 
for ter of grace and falvation, I confefs, to the glory of GOR, 
Vie that am us, berng dead in fins and trefpaffes, dwelleth no 
ore good ; that we cannot fo much as ¢thint, much lefs do, any 
nts good, unlefs the Holy Ghoft giveth us the power both to 
ttle will and to do it. 
ar Adam, before his fall, was equally poifed ‘between per- 
cm feverance and defeGion ; but he falling by ,the freedom of 
om his choice, loft thofe perfe&tions which made him free: 
ies fo that if his pofterity do any thing truly good, it is from 
ip GOD, not from themfelves ; whatfoever bad they do, it 
the is from themfelves, not from GOD. 
ing Here it may be noted, that we may do many things contin- 
gently in refpe&t of GOD, which yet we do not freely, but 
er- necéffarily, in refpet of ourfelves: as our fins are coniin- gue 2 
fhi- gent in refpe€t of him, becaufe he never impofed any ne- | 
fo ceflity of finning upon us: yet they are neceflary in refpe& 
ve of ourfelves, feeing we being left to ourfelves cannot but 
on fin. So many things, which are contingent in refpe& of 


our 


* I am far from rejecting the opinion of reftraining-grace, if it be well ex~ 
prunded, 
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our nature, may be in fome fort. xeceffary in refpe& of our 
perfons; as thofe things which our complexions, or cuftonis 
and habits, neceffitate us to. But to return to the poin, 

They fay moreover, that our opinion contradicicth both 
{cripture and philofophy. 

1. For feripture, it is faid, that im kim we hive, move, 
and have our being ; by,-which words we are taught, that 
all our motions, of what Sind, foever, either natural or mo. 
ral, vital or rational, are not Only guided, but alfo caufed by 
GOD huinifclf. 

2. Both in logic and metaphyfics, there are divers rules 
confonant to this feripture ; as, ** The caufe of the caufe 
** is the caufe of its, effet ts ;” and “ The fecond caufe does 
* not aft, but as it as ictal by the firft,” &c. Therefore 
man doth no kind of thing, but GOD is the firft caufe of 
it; and confequently, whatloever we do, we do nece//arly 
in refpeét of hum. aes 

This is one of the arguments, which prove more than 
our adverfaries would have them ; and by thefe rules have 
I formerly proved, that they make GOD the author of fin; 
for if the caufe of the caufe be the caufe of tts effets, a 
doubtlefs it is, while they make GOD the caufe of all thofe 
aétions which either are fins, or the caufes of fins, quellis 
onlefs they make GOD, according to their own argumen- 
tation, the caufe of fins, But they have a limitation for 
this rule, and fay, that it holdeth in canfes effentially fub- 
ordinate ; as they fay, that GOD is the caufe of all thofe 
things, which are ellentially done by our wills; but fins pro- 
ceeding from the depravation of our wills are effeéts of 4 
caufe, not direti/y Jubordinateto GOD. The limitations 
found, but not applicable to their inflance; yea, the limi 
tation itfelf quite fpoileth them : for, 1. While Adam's will 
was yet found, they teach, that GOD decreed that Adam 
fhould eat the forbidden fruit. Now at that time they cannot 
fay, but that Adam was a caule effentrally fubordinate to GOD, 
2. They teach, that GOD is a caufe not only of our atlts 
ons, but alfo of our volitions : then the fe being the caufes 
of our fins, are direétly {ubordinate to him, 
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4. Let us confider not only the fubordination between 
GOD. and our wills, but alfo between our a¢itons and their 
moralitees, and we fhall perceive, that, according to the 
abufe of thefe rules, they make GOD the caufe of our fins. 
For that rule, the caufe of the caufe ts the caufe of its effects, 
js infallibly true expounded thus, “ The caufe of any effect 
“ is the caufe of all fuch events, as neceflarily follow that 
« effect.” 

Now then, if, as they fay, GOD bea neceflary caufe of 
all our particular a€tions, feeing our a€tions, im reference 
to fuch and fuch objeéts, muft needs be finful, it 16 mani- 
felt what followeth. For example : though to take money in 
general be no fin, yet to take ¢hzs or that money, being none 
of our own, is a fm. Now then, if GOD bea caufe of 
this ation in reference to thes objeét, as he is, if he be the 
caufe of ¢hzs particular a€tion ; it is impoflible their doc- 
trine fhould excufe GOD from fin. atzng, in reference 
to the forbidden fruit, was a fn; but, according to them 


~ GOD was a princepal caufe of eating the forbidden fruit. 


therefore GOD was a principal caufe of Adam’s fin. 

. The minor I prove thus. They fay he was the neceffta- 
ding caufe of this particular aftion. Eating was a natural 
attion, the zndividuatron of this eating, by an unlawful ob- 
je&t, was a moral obliquity : but GOD was the caufe of 
this indrurdual. Ergo. : 

The like may be faid of all our finful a&ions. When I 
have drunk fufficiently both for the neceffity and comfort of 
nature, to drink a cup more is fin. But our oppofites teach, 
that I cannot take up this fuperfluous cup without GOD’s 
fpecial determination ; therefore GOD is the author of fin. 

This do&trine is enough to make one’s hair ftand an end, 
making GOD, whatfoever they fay, the cau/e not only of 
our aions, but alfo of our obliguities : for what are the obli- 
quities of our ations, but the placing of them upon wreng 
objes ? If therefore they make GOD the principal caufe 
of all our particular aftions, moft of which are particularis 
zed by bad objeéts, what do thefe men make of GOD? 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto I have fhewn how our oppofites are wounded 
with their own weapons. Now I will take their weapong 
out of their hands, and teach them the right ufe of them; 
fhewing how GOD is the cau/e of all things, only not the 
caufe of fn: a caufe of all good things, yet fo that many 
good things are contingent alfo. 

We have thewed in the third argument, how GOD hath 
ordained, that all forts of tnfertor or fecond caufes thould 
work according to their proper kinds; that voluntary agents 
fhould work voluntarily, &c. GOD then is the fir/ caufe 
that all things work, and that they work in certain kinds. 
If fo, then GOD is the caufe that many things are done 
contingently, one of the chief forts of fecond caufes by this 
appointment working voluntarily, and therefore contingently, 
which connexion we have formerly juftified. This being 
well underftood, will inftrué? us not only that it may be fo, 
but alfo that it mult be fo: that GOD being the neze/fary 
caufe of all good things, yet all fuch things are not neceffary 
effccis of him. For example: it is impoflible that man 
fhould do any thing without GOD, tierefore GOD is a 
caufe neceffary to the being of all things effected by him; 
yet becaule many things done by the free choice of man, 
might as well have been omitted, GOD no ways conftrain- 
ing him to them, thefe are not neceffary effedls of GOD. 
The reafon of this is, becaufe GOD hath decreed that man 
fhould work voluntarily, having liberty to do as well one 
thing as another, yet fo that GOD giveth him the flrength 
to do whatfoever he choofeth to du, and ability to choofe 
what he will without limitation of his choice ; for this were 
elfe to take it away, and to make man an gavoluntary agent. 
For example: GOD hath given thee frength ot body ; he 
hath given thee allo ability to choofe in what exercife thou 
wilt employ it; thou choofelt to ring, or dance ; GOD 
then the author of thy flrength is the chief caufe of thefe 
exercifes, yet fo, as they are contingent in refpeét of him, 
becaufe thou mighteft have omitted them hadft thou plea- 
fed. By this we may plainly fee, how GOD is the see? 
cupa 
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rypal cau/e of all things of which he is capadle to be a caufe ; 
and yet many things are conéengent in refpett of him, ‘This 
being cleared, we may with more facility conceive, how 
and in what fenfe GOD is the caufe of all we do; and yet 
we only the caufe of fin, 

GOD fultains us when we are about our fins; éven then, 
an him we live, and move, and have our be mg, a8 welbas when 
we are better bufied. GOD giveth that frength by which 
we commit any fin, yet becaufe he doth not xeceffitate or 
incline unto it, but we of ourflelves abu/e it to wickedneis, 
GOD hath ftill the part of a creators we only are /inful. 
An exainple will make this clear: fuppofe a king deliver- 
eth to his fubjeét, men, weapons, money, and warlke provi- 
fron, that he may fight for his honour againft lis enemies : 
his fubjeét proves a ¢raztor, and ufeth all his /overeegn’s 
ftrength againft himfelf. His fovereign here is a cau/e that 
he hath the command, and doth the office of a captain ; but 
he is no caule of his treachery; the offence is only the cap- 
tain’s, and the wrong is only the /overeign’s. This is jutt 
the cafe between GOD and us: GOD hath given us many 
excellent fa: ulties both of body and foul, which He eniended 
we fhould ufe to his g/ory, in obedience to his command- 
menis, and reff? his and our enemy, the devil. We molt 
traaterou/ly fiding with /atan, have abu/ed his gifts to his dil- 
honour; GOD did the part of a creator, we of rebels. A 
man lives entemperate/y, GOD gave him not ftrength to this 
purpole, he neceffitated not the man to this intemperance = 
man therefore only finned, GOD is difhonoured. The 
king made his fubjeét adde to rebel again{t him, by deliver- 
ing his mzdi¢ary furniture unto him; the verier mz/creant he 
that did rebel againft him. So GOD made Adam indeed 
able to fin, but he never tatended that he fhould fin with that 
ability. GOD then is the cau/? of al! thofe things in which 
we fin; and yet whatfoever he doth, is exceeding good. 
de is not the cau/e that we intend any fin, but the cau/e that 
we are abée to commit thofe fins we intend; and yet he zn- 
tend-d not our abilitics for fin, but for his fervice. OF all 
Our good aftions he is the fr) q@auie, we are the /econd : 
K r of 
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of all our fins we are the proper caufe, he is only the cons 
ditio fine qua non. He only gives the power, without which 
we could not fin. 

But here fome man may fay, that choice of an unlawful 
objeét, upon which we mifplace our attions, 1s that whic 
maketh us finners. Now this being an aét of our will, i 
mufl fuppofe alfo the concourf/2 of GOD; how then bol 
our opimon clear the poi int? The fame anfwer abundant- 
ly fulficeth; GOD made dam able to be welling to fin, 
but he made him not to wz// fin; GOD fet Lefore him life 
and death; that he did choofe death, it was by the firength 
of will given him of G OD: but GOD did not dind him 
to choofe death, for that were a contradidlion, a nece/fita- 
ted choice. 

Briefly, whatfoever we choofe, we do it by the power 
by which we are voluntary agents ; yet if we choofe death, 
GOD is not to be blamed ; for he made us voluntary, and 
therefore it was as poffiile for us to have chofen lite. If 
the nature of a voluntary agent be well obferved, this point 
will be moft evident. 

The laft objection is this, GOD’s fore-knowledge of alt 
Sutures is molt infallible and neceffary : Therefore all futures 
in refpeét of him fall out neerfardy, otherwife it is poflible 
GOD may be deceived. Yea, if many things fall out con- 
lingenily, GOD’s fore-hnowledge of them can be but contin- 
gent, depending after a fort on man’s free-will. 

This argument is plaufidle at the firft view; but if it be 
touched, it falls to fhatters. It is one thing to know thata 
thing will neceffarily be done, and another to know neceffarily 
that a thing will be done. GOD doth neceffarily foreknow 
all that will be done, but he doth not know that thofe things 
which fhall be done voluntarz/y, will be done n. ceffarily : he 
knoweth that they will be done, but he knoweth withal, 
that they might have fallen out otherwife, for aught he had 
ordered to the contrary. So GOD neceffarily knew that 
Adam would fall ; and vet he knew that he would not fall 
neceffari/y, for it was as poflible for him not to have fallen. 
It was the anczent, and is fill the true, opinion, that GOD's 
preference 
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Na prefcrence is not the caufe of events; be fore-hnoweth all things 
Hy becaule they will be done, things are not done becaufe he 
fore-knoweth them. The anfalledylety of his knowledge con- 
ul “B fifteth not in the emmutability ot his decree, but in the prero- 
h gave of his Deity, It is impofiible therefore that any man, 
it by his volwnéary manner of working, fhould d@elud: GOD’s 
ly forefights not becaufe GOD doth x ceffitate his will to cer- 
¥ tain effccls, tor this were indeed to take it away; but be- 
, caule his fore-hnowledge is injiniie. 
fe Let our hearts therefore be never fo full of mazes and 
h meanders, turning and winding, yet the ad/./eeing GOD can- 
i not but efpy them long before ; not becaule he bimfelf cor- 
E triw:ed them, for then it were no wonder if he were the 
fearcher of hearts; but becaufe to lim, who is every way 
. infinite, all things cannot be but prefent and cergernrcciva, 
, which is the fignificant word of thé author to the Hebrez 5, 
{ fignifying open, by a metaphor or fimilitude drawn froma 
f word that fignifies Aaving the faces laid upwards; becaule 
t fuch as lie /o, have their face expofed to the fight of all 
men. 
} [End of the Ne effity and Contingency of Evznts. | 
} 
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An APPEAL to the GOSPEL for the true Do&rine of 


DIVINE PREDESTINATION, concorded with th: Ortho- 
dox Doétrine of GOD’s ¥FREE-GRACE, and MAN’ 
FREE-WILL,. 


By JOHN PLAIFERE, B.D, 
[ Wrote about the Year 1630. ] 


PAR Tt. 


The Introduction. 


HAT which gave birth to the following work, was 

& principally a defire, by the help of GOD, to get fume 
fatisfagtion to myfelf in the great queftion of this age, con- 
cerning 
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cerning the erder and manner of Divine predeflination, as the 
holy feriptures, have revealed it unto us. 

Therefore about this order I have fet down the feveral 
epinions of note, which are fve in number; thefe I have 
examined and compared together: and in four of the five } 
acknowledge fome pieces ot truth, and indeed no doétrine 
can appear in any degree probable, which confifts all of falfe- 
hoods. But thofe few lineaments of truth are fo obfcured 
and mingled with deteéts, that they feem to me to lead both 
if men fhould 
live after them ; and that not by abufe only, as may be pre- 
tended, but by juft and neceflary confequence. 

But in the fifth efmion, I will not fay there fhineth forth 
the fulland naked truth; fince we fee now through a glafs 
darkly. But this I muft fay, therezn feemeth to appear a 
way of apprehending this high myftery, which is far more 
free from giving occafion of error, either in faith or prace 
tice, than any of the other opinions. 


> 


into error in faith, and corruption of manners 


CALA P..° & 
The FIRST OPINION. 
fF : ‘HE firft opinion concerning the order of Divine pres 


deilination is this: 

‘ That GOD from all eternity decreed to create a 
‘ certain number of men 

“That of this number he predeftinated fome to ever- 

lafiing life; and others unto eternal death. 
q. “ That in this a&t he refpefted nothing more than his 
own dominion, and the pleafure of his own will. 
4. ‘ That to bring men to thofe ends, he decreed to per- 
** mit fin to enter in n upon all men, that the reprobate might 
* be condemned for fin; and decotiell to fend his Son to res 
“ cover out ot fin his leat, fallen together with the repro. 
* bate.’ 


-A 


- 
a 


This opinion is charged, 
* With making GOD the author of fin, 
*t With reprobating mea before they were evil. 


‘6 With 
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* With eleQing men not in Chrift, who is fent, ac- 
“ cording to this opinion, to recover out of fin thofe 
‘that were eleéted, before they were confidered 
** as finners.” 






The SECOND OPINION. 


) HE fecond opinion concerning the order of predefti- 
: nation is this: 
1. * That GOD from all eternity decreed to create man- 
* kind holy and good. 
2. “ That he fore-faw man being tempted by fatan, 
3 “would fall into fin, if GOD did not hinder it; he de- 


“ creed not to hinder. 


g. “ That out of mankind feen fallen into fin and mife- 
“ry, he chofe a certain number to raife to righteoufnels, 
- B&B “and to eternal life; and rejected the reft, leaving them 


“in their fins. 
4. “ That for thefe his chofen, he decreed to fend his 
“Son to redeem them, and his Spirit to call them, and 
“ fan€tify them; the reft he decreed to forfake, leaving 
“them to fatan and themfelves, arid to punifh them for 
. “their fins.” 
Many fay, St. Au/in was the firft author of this opini- 


a on, fince it hath had for its defenders the Dominicans, Bel- 
larmine, Cajetan, and many other Papifts ; and among Pro- 
. teftants the fynod at Dort, Dr. Carleton, bifhop of Chichefter, 
and others: but it is mifliked by the defenders of the former, 
$ and of the following opinions alfo. ‘ 


By the former, becaufe to defend the juftice of GOD, 


" it fuppofeth mankind corrupted before any eleéiion or re- 


it probation was made, which feemeth needlefs ; for fay they, 
. there are eleét and reprobate angels without or before any 
. corruption or fall. 


By the following, becaufe with the former opinion it teach- 
eth Chrift to be fent only to the eleét, and the word and 
Spirit only to call them; whereby the reprobate ere but 
more opprefied, being called to embrace falvation offered, 
which 
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which they cannot do, and.yet for refufal thereof, they are 
more deeply condemned. 

By all of them, becaufe it fuppofeth original fin the caufe 
of reprobation, which the former impute to an antecedent 
irrefpettive decree ; the others to forefeen infidelity or dif, 
obedience : none of them fimply to that fin, which they fup. 
pofe remitted in baptifm to many reprobates. But boih 
thefe opimions offend much againii GOD’s goodnefs and 
truth, 


The THIRD OPINION. 


HE third opinion is ; 
1. “ That GOD decreed to create mankind good," 
as the fecond opinion faid. 

2. ** That he forefaw the fall of man,” as m the fame fe. 
cond opinion. 

3. “* That he decreed to fend his Son to die for the world, 
* and his word to call, and to offer falvation unto all men, 
‘with a common and fufficient grace in the means 
* work faith in men, if they be not wanting to themfelves." 
4. “ That out of GOD’s foreknowledge of man’s infirm 
ty, and that none would believe by this common grace, 
“ he decreed to add a {pecial grace more effe€iual, to whom- 
“ foever he pleafed, chofen according to his own purpole, 
* by which they fhall not only be able to believe, but allio 
** attually believe,” 

I have the following objeftions againft this. 

1. That common grace, which is fo weak, that no ont 
is faved by it, is not the grace of the gofpel, which fure 
was intended to be falutary, at leaft to fome; may, it de 
ferveth not the name of grace, fince it is not beneficial to 
any. 

2. That fpecial, effeflual grace, feems not to be the 
grace of the gofpel, being rejeGied of none to whom itis 
offered ; for the grace of the gofpel is fuch as is received 
by fome, and rejctted by others; to fome it is zn vain, 
others not aa vain, 


9. Thig 
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5. This opinion, with the two former, feems to bring 
defperation 1ato the minds of men, feeing none can be fa- 
yed, but by that fpeciai grace, which is given but to a few, 
out of the fecret purpofe of GOD; which, whether GOD 
doth miend to give or no, the general promifes of the gofs 
pel do not affure ; feeing they imply no more than a com- 
mon grace, which is always ineffectual. 


The FOURTH OPINION. 


HE fourth opinion is ; 
1.“ That GOD decreed to create man, to permit 
“him te fall, and to fend Chrift to redeein the world,’ as 
“in the third opinion. 

2.“ That he made a general conditional decree of pre- 
“deftination, under the condition of faith and_perfeve- 
“rance, and a f{pecial abfolute decree ol eletiing thole to 
“ jife, whom he foreknew would believe and perfevere un- 
“ der the means and aids of grace, faith, and perfeverance ; 
“and a {pecial abfolute decree of condemning them, who 
“he forelaw would abide impenitent in ther fins.” 

I millike it for thefe reafons, viz. 

1. Becaule a general conditional predeflination is none 
at all. 

2. Becaufe the decree of fpecial eleftion of fuch as be- 
lieve (no better declared than thus) feemeth to make men 
choofe GOD firft, rather than GOD them. 

3. Becauie 1: maketh the decrees of pu/lification and con- 
demnation, to be the fame with the decree of e/Gion and 
reprobation, which mult be dillinguilhed, as they are by the 
apotile to the Romans. 

4. Becaufe it manifefteth no more grace, neitlier greater 
caule of thankfulnefs, given by GOD to the ele&, than to 
the reprobate. 


é 


The FIFTH OPINION. 


HE fifth opinion is that of Arminius, which he inter- 
preted according to his own principles, im hus the/es 
} ae 
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de natura Det, and of Vorfiius in his treatife de Deo, and 
others ; and may therefore be lefs acceptable to fome for 
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the fake of the teachers and defenders of it; but the lover 
of truth will not be prejudiced againft it, becaufe it hath 
efides thefe, the unanimous fuffrage of the fathers, Greek 


and Latin, belore St. Augufline, if their dofirine concern. 


ing prefcience be rightly examined, and explained, namely, 


- 


7 


1. “ That GOD by his infinite underftanding, from all 
eternity, kmew all things poffible to be. 

2. ‘* That among other infinite things poflible, in his 
underftanding, he conceived all this frame of tle world 
that now is, and in it all the race of mankind from the 
firit man to the laft, every one in his feveral order, go. 
vernment and event, only as poflible to be, if he would 
fay the word. 

3. “* That he knew how to alter the ordering either of 
all, or of any part, or perfon in the race of men, fo as 
other effeéts, and other ends than thofe that now are, 
might be brought forth, if he would otherwife order them. 
4. “ But that, confidering this frame of the world, and 
order of mankind (as now it is) he judged it was exceed. 
ing good for the manifeftation of the glory of his wifdom, 
power, goodnefs, mercy, juftice, dominion, and lordthip, 
if he fhould will, or decree to put it into execution, andé 
into being. 

5» “* That GOD infallibly foreknew, that if he fhould 
decree to put it into execution, that then thefe, and thee 
particular perfons, would certainly by this order of means 
and government, be tranfmitted and brought to eternal 
lite: and that thofe other particular perfons, under their 
order of means and government, through their own fault 
would go into perdition, if juftice fhould be done them. 
6. “ That though he knew, what thefe would be, yet fe 
determined and decreed, out of his own abfolute wiil and 
pleafure to fay, fiat, be it fo; and to put into execution, 
and into beinz, all this which he had in his underftand- 
ing ; and in fo doing, he predeffinated all men either to 


‘life or death eterual. 


* For 
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“ For he predeftinated to life thofe particular mén, to 
« whom out of his own good pleafure he decreed to give 
* thofe happy means, which being given, he foreknew 
* they would thereby become veflels fit for honour.” 

And that GOD crdered the courfe of the world by his 
providence in general, is evident from his having determen- 
ed the before-appornted tzmes, and the bounds of the habita- 
tions of all nations of men: and that he {pecially predefti- 
nated fome, is plain from that of the apoflle, whom he did 


foreknow he did predefiinate. And therefore mention is 


made in {cripture of the /etting and placing of things by the 
counfel of hts ewn wrill, in that order of caufes, and of 
means, which he underftands, will bring forth fuch ends 
and fuch effeéts, if he pleafe to do his part, and permit the 
creature to its part. By this ord:r, means, government, 
&c. I underftand the creation of man righteous, the per- 
miffion of his fall, the correétion of his fin, the means of 
his reftoration by the Son of GOD made man, the calling, 
the converting of a finner, his faith, repentance, perfe- 
yerance, his bleffings, chaftifements, trials, and whatfoe- 
ver elfe is now found in the order of any man’s falvation, 
er in the aberations from that order, whereby men come to 
deftruction. 


[a aS. 
An Illuftration of the fifth Opinion. 


HIS opinion obferveth, in the decree of predeftinati- 
on, an aét of GOD’s underflanding, and an aft of 
his will. 

1, The aft of his underftanding is his knowledge, in re- 
fpe&t of things not yet in being; called Jore-hnowledge 3 
which fore-knowledge is put by this opinion before the aét 
of predeftinating, according to the feriptures, whom he fore- 
knew he predeftinated. 

2. This knowledge of GOD, being previous to his pre- 
déftinating, did not look to the mafs of mankind as crea- 
ted and uncorrupted, or to the mafs fallen and corrupted, 
Ss ar 
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or to Chrift believed on only ; but to thefe, and beyond aff 
théfe, to the firft, middle, and fival ftate of every particu. 
lar map, and the untverfal flate of all men. 

Thus much fhall fuflice for the a&t of GOD’s underfland. 
ing ; let us now fpeak to the aét of his will. 

To predeftinate is the proper aét of the will of GOD; 
his knowledge ts his counfellor, but his will is king, and 
they are both himfelf, who worketh all things according to 
the counfel of his will; and to predetftinate is the part and 
office ot the moft abfolute and perfeét knowledge and pow. 
er, which molt properly is GOD’s, who fupremely orders 
all things, choofing and allowing what fhall be, in what 
manner, and to what end. 

Thus St. Paul {peaks of the will. of GOD, as of the 
prime and higheft, and moft umiverfal caufe of things, 
approving or permitting all other inferior caufes, which be. 
caufe they might have been reftrained, or changed by the 
fupreme caufe; and were not, they are faid all} at lait, to 
be refolved into the will of GOD, as the prime caufe, 
Further, this opinion avoideth all the inconveniencies, that 
any of the former fall into ; for 

1. It exalteth all the attributes of GOD, and not fome 
only; as his we/dom and knowledge, in foreknowing not on- 
ly his own works, but alfo all the works of every free crea- 
ture, and that to every circumflance of every particular in 
this numberlefs number, and how to govern them to his 
glory ; and in ufing the reafonable creature according to its 
nature, in the permiffion of fin, in the obedience or difo- 
bedience to grace, that he may judge the world in righte- 
oufnefs. His power, in creating and governing all things, 
bringing light out of darknefs, and happinefs out of mifery. 
His goodne/s, in making all good at the firft, and overcoming 
evil with goodnefs. His wniverfal grace and mercy, in pre- 
paring redemption for all men, that had made themfelves 
bond-flaves to fatan y and in providing means to apply, and 
to communicate this redemption. His ¢ruth, in that his 
promifes are meant to all to whom they are communicated, 
and performed to all that come up to the conditions re- 
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quired. His ju/ézce, in punifhing all fuch as ufe not the be- 
nefit of the redemption offered, fincerely and conflantly. 
His /pecral grace and fingular love, in them whom he fore- 
knew would ufe his benefits, if they were granted unto them, 
in whofe falvation and glory he was fo well pleafed, that he 
confirmed to them, by his decree, that courfe and calling 
which he faw would bring them unto it. His dominion and 


fovercign lordfhip, in that he being the higheft and fupreme 


caufe of all things, ordered them after his own pleafure, 
making happy whom he will, and forfaking whom he will, 
finding in them caufe worthy to be forfaken, after they have 
fo often forfaken him. 

2. This opinion avoideth the imputation of floical fate, 
which the defenders of the three firft cannot poflibly do; 
for they make man’s falvation or damnation neceflary, by 
an antecedent neceflity of a decree of GOD. But this o- 
pinion, placing GOD’s decree after his fore-knowledge, 
makes man’s falvation or damnation infallibly certain to 
GOD's knowledge, but free and contingent to man; GOD’s 
knowledge, as knowledge, caufing nothing, and his decree 
not altering or croffing, but ratifying that which he knew 
would be the work of man, working out his own falvation, 
by. co-working with the grace.ot GOD, or working his own 
damnation, by forfaking his mercy, 

g- It avoideth the accufations laid againft the fourth opi+ 
nion; for it maketh the eleétion of GOD abfolute, definite, 
unconditional, complete, irrevocable and immutable. It 
maketh GOD to chufe man, and not man firft to chufe 
GOD. It hath no affinity at all with Pedagiant/m in the 
matter of predeflination, or in the matter of grace ; unlefs 
this be Pelagiani/m, to hold that under the aids of grace the 
will is ftill tree to evil. It maketh predeftination the root 
and caufe of calling, juflifying, glorifying ; of faith, re- 
pentance, perfeverance ; and of ali the good that is in us: 
which are the effeéts of predeftination, and effects of the love 
of GOD predeftinating them unto us. 

4- It miniftereth no matter of defpair, or of prefumption, 


but cherifheth both hope and fear. Not of «:/pair; for, 
fh 
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Sift, no mantis decreed againft, but upon the foreknowle 
of his own refufal of life offered him. Secondly, the pra, 
mifes are general, and he may truly think them to belong to 
him. Thzrdly, there is fuflicient grace in the means of con, 
verfion, to remedy all the weaknefs and perverfenefs that ig 
in man’s de praved nature: every fincere perfon may there. 
fore entertain a well-grounded hope. Not of pre/umption; 
for, fir/?, no man is decreed for, but with the foreknow. 
ledge of his own acceptance of lite offered him. Secondly, 
though the promifes of GOD are general, they have con 
ditions, which he muft be careful to obferve, who will in. 
herit the things promifed. Thzrd/y, the grace, that is in 
the means of converfion, is not tied unto them by any phy. 
fical connexion, but is difpentfed by the good p! healt of 
GOD, who may offer and unite it to the word, when and 
how long he will; or may with-hold the influence of it, 
and fo harden or forfake the carelefs or the proud ; fuch 
therefore have reafon to fear. 

5+ It mimiftereth as fweet comfort to all godly perfons, 
who find themfelves walking in the ways that lead to life, 
and confirmeth their faith of eternal falvation to be enjoyed 
through Chrift, and as fervently kindleth their love to GOD, 
as any way or order of our eleftion conceived otherwife, 


The End of the firft Part. 


CHAP... Ub 
The Tranjfition to the fecond Part. 


AVING now propounded that which I conceive to be 

the truth, I have yet one thing more to do: I am 

to fhew how all the articles that run into this queflion, be- 
ing rightly explained, cohere and confent to this doétrine: 
that 1 may demonitrate it to be what truth fhould be, has 
monious and confonant with itfelf, in all its parts. I am 
to declare then the do€trine of the ancient church: Firf, of 
thefe things, as eferna/, viz. GOD’s knowledge, will, provi- 
dence, predeflinatiou, elediion, reprotation,; thefe fhall make 
a fecond 
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a fecond part. Secondly, of thefe things as done in time, 
ize of the creation, of the fall of man, the effedis of the fall, 
the refioration of man, his vocatwn, converfion; of grace, 
ree-will, perfeverance, and of the /aft judgment: and thefe 
{hall make a third part of this work, through GOD’s good- 
nefs and affiftance. ' 

Known unto GOD from everlafting are all his works, faith 
St. James ; and St. Paul telleth us, that whom he foreknew™ 
he predeftinated: and we find St, Peter writing, to fuch as 
were elec? according to the foreknowledge of GOD the Father. 

But the doubt is, whether future, contingent, conditional 
things, efpecially the free agts of a created will, under fup- 
pofition if fuch a one were created, or placed in this or that 
order, be a fubjeét knowable unto GOD by his knowledge 
of jimple underfianding. 

After the view of the whole world, GOD finding this 
frame both poffible to his power, and good in his wifdom, 
to declare thereby his juftice and mercy, and all other his 
excellent attributes, decreed to put it into being and execu- 
tion: which was the firft aét of his praétical knowledge, 
calling up his will to allow, approve, and decree, this good- 
ly and glorious fyftem, the mirror of his eternal power and 
godhead, and this order of all things, efpecially of human- 
kind, that great mafs, out of which his mercy, juflice, and 
fovereign power, draw forth veflels to honour, and vefiels 
to difhonour. 

It is the proper work of the will to predeftinate, or to 
decree which of thofe infinite things, prefented by the un- 
derftanding, fhall be and come into light ; for unlefs the will 
and power of GOD caufe their produétion, their being 
known does not make them to be. 

The will of GOD being in itfelf one, and fimple, may 
be confidered with diverfity, only as converfant about things 
that are diverfe, his will allowing them to be diverfe. 

Firf, then, there are fome things which GOD willeth 
to be done by himfelf, by his own power ; as the world to be 
created of nothing : his Son to be jfent into the world, made 


¢f a woman, and fuch like. This will of GOD never fail» 


eth, 











































eth, becaufe he works it himfelf alone by his almighty pow, 
Secondly, there are fome things which GOD willeth te de: 
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be done by the creature, either as a natural agent, as flow, kn 
ers to be drawn out of the earth by the fun ; or by a volun. or 
tary agent, as guod works to be done by man; where, not. pa 
withftanding, GOD himfelf co-operateth with the creature ne. 


in a manner fuitalle to the nature of a voluntary agent, 
This fecond w2// often times faileth by the creature’s def ult, 
by whom GOD would have the work wrought ; GOD per. 
mitting, and not hindering that default, though he could 
have done it. Thirdly, fome things GOD willeth, and 
doth himfelf, or with others, antecedently to any thing in 
them, out of his own goodnefs and mercy ; as all the good 
we have in nature, or in grace ; our creation, our calling, 
our glory; GOD beginning, following, perfeéting all our 
good, out of his abundant and never-failing bounty. Some 


things he wiileth and doth, led or urged thereunto, upod t. 
fome occafion of «ve evil of the creature ; as to forfake, to 
punith, or to deftroy it; and this is the will of his jutlice, ull 
the caufe of all tie punifhment infli€ted on mankind. Nor ed 
do I conceive, why GOD’s defire of the welfare and falva tu 
tion of his creatures, may not be called the primary will ‘i er, 
GOD; and his refolution to punifh fuch as negieéi the falva- ch 
tion he offers, his /econdary will; for thefe two may wel m 
fiand together: as in atempelt, the will of the merchant na 
fave the goods, abideth in him as his chief defire, though He qu 
now, as the cafe ilands, he, by another will, cafte:h them eit 
into the fea. Neither are they contrary one to the othe, as 
feeing they have two objetts diverfely qualified ; a mana TI 
he is GOD’s creature, and as he is an impenitent finner; wi 
as he was the one, GOD would have faved him ; as hei ce 
the other, he wills his perdition. lo 
The decree of the will of GOD determining all othe! ce 
things, befides thofe about man, is called by the general in 
name of providence. ar 
The decree of GOD, whereby he determined concerning gh 
man, as a fpecial and principal part of his providence, # wl 


d by a peculiar name, prede/lination. = 
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Predeftination is an a&t of GOD’s will from all eternity, 
decreeing the ends of all men, and the means which he fore- 
knew would bring them tothofe ends. The ends are, life 
or death eternal; the means are, the government of every 

rticular man in this life, under more or leis of the goods 


nefs, or of the feverity of GOD. 


[ To be continued. | 





ee — 
SERMON VII 





On MatTr. xxv. 36. 
Iwas fick, and ye vifited me. 


t. JT is generally fuppofed that the means of grace, and 

the ordinances of GOD, are equivaient terms. We 
ufualiy mean by that expreffion, thofe that. are ufually term- 
ed, works of jrety, namely, hearing and reading the {crips 
ture, receiving the Lord’s fupper, public and private pray- 
er, and fafiing. And it is certain, thefe are the ordinary 
channels which convey the grace of GOD to the fouls of 
men. But are they the only means of grace? Are there 
no other means than thefe,; whereby GOD is pleafed, fre- 
quently, yea, ordinarily, to convey his grace to them that 
either love or fear him? Surely there are works of mercy, 
as well as works of piety, which are real means of grace, 
They are more efpecially fuch to thofe that perform them 
with a fingle eye. And thofe that neglect them, do not re- 
ceive the grace which otherwife they might. Yea, and they 
lofe, by a continued negle&, the grace which they had re- 
ceived, Is it not hence, that many who were once ftrong 
in faith, are now weak and feeble-minded ? And yet they 
are not fenfible whence that weaknefs comes,. as. they ne- 
glect none of the ordinances of GOD. But they might fee 
whence it comes, were they ferioufly to confider St. Paul's 
account of all true believers, We are his workmanjip, ere» 
ated 
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ated anew.in Chrift Fefus unto good works, which GCODRuh 
before prepared, that we might walk therein, Eph. ii. 10, 4 

e. The walking herein is effentially neceflary, as tothe! 
continuance of that faith whereby we are already /uved. by 
grace, fo to the attainment of everlafling falvation, : Of this 
we cannot doubt, if we ferioufly confider, that thefe are 
the words of the great Judge himfelf, Come, ye bleffed chil. 
dren of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and ye 
gave me meat; thirfly, and ye gave me drink. I was a 
Jftranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me}; 
I was fick, and ye viftted me; I was in ptifon, and ye came 
unto me, Matt. xxv. 34, &c. Verily I fay unto you, 
znafmuch as ye have done rt unto one of the leaft of 
thefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.: If this does 
not convince you, that the continuance in works of 
mercy is neceffary to falvation, confider, what the Judge 
of all fays to thofe on the left hand. Depart, ye curfed, in- 
to everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels 
For I was hungry, and ye gave me no meat; thirfly, and 
ye gave me no-drink: I was a jtranger, and ye took me not 
wns naked, and ye clothed me not ; fick and in prifon, and 
ye urfited me not. Ina/much as ye have not done it unto ont 
of the leaft of the/e, netther have ye «done it unto me. You 
fee, were it for this alone, they muft depart from GOD 
anto everlafting punifhment. 

g. Is it not ftrange, that this important truth fhould be fo 
little underftood, or at leaft fhould fo little influence the 
practice even of them that fear GOD? Suppofe this repre- 
fentation be true, fuppofe the Judge of all the earth {peaks 
right, thofe and thofe only that feed the hungry, give drink 
to the thirfty, clothe the naked, relieve the ftranger, vifit 
thofe that are fick and in prifon, according to their power 


and opportunity, fhall inherit the everlafing kingdom. And 


thofe that do not, hall depart into everlafting fire, prepared: 


for the devil and his angels. 


4. I purpofe at prefent to confine my difcourfe to one ar- 


ticle of thefe, wiiting the fick: a plain duty, which all that 
are 
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ste in lrealth may praétife, in a higher or lower degree: and 


thofe that profefs to love GOD. And touching this I would 

by inquire, Fir, What is implied in vifiting the fick? Ses 
his condly, How is it to be performed? and, Thirdly, By 
are whom ? 


hil. I, Firft, I would inquire, what is the nature of this duty ? 
you What is implied in uefiting the feck ? 
ye 1. By the fick I do not mean only thofe that keep their 
a bed, or that are fick in the ftriéteft fenfe. Rather 1 would 
ef include, all fuch as are ina ftate of affli@ion, whether of 
me mind or body; and that, whether they are good or bad, 
ou, whether they fear GOD or not. 
of “ But is there any need of vifiting them in perfon ? May 
Os we not relieve them at a diftance ? Does it not anfwer the 
of — fame purpofe, if we fend them help, as if we carry it our- 
ige felves?” Many are fo circumftanced, that they cannot at- 
ine [tend the fick in perfon; and where this is the real cafe, it is 
ise % undoubtedly fufficient for them to fend help, being the only 
nd expedient they can ufe. But this is not properly wifding 
nol the ich; it is another thing. The word which we render 
nd vift, in its literal acceptation means to dook upon. And 
ome. this, you well know, cannot be done, unlefs you are pre- 
ou fent with them. To fend them afliftance is therefore entire- 
1D ly a different thing from vifiting them. The former then 
ought to be done, but the latter not left undone. 
fo “ But I fend a phyfician to thofe that are fick; and he 
he can do them more good than I can.” He can in one re- 
re fpe&: he can do them more good, with regard to their bo- 
iks dily health. But he cannot do them more good with regard 
nk to their fouls, which are of infinitely greater importance. 
fit’ And if he could, this would not excufe you: his going would 
en not fulfil your duty. Neither would it do the fame good 
nd to you, unlefs you faw them with your own eyes. If you 
ed do not, you lofe a means of grace: you lofe an excellent 
, means of increafing your thankfulnefs to GOD, who faves 
1S you from this pain and ficknefs, and continues your health 


jat Tt and 


which neverthelefs is almoft univerfally neglected, even by. 
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and ftrength ? as well as of increafing your fympathy wht 
the afflitted, your benevolence, and all focial affeAions, 

g. Onegreat reafon why the rich in general have fo fit. 
tle fympathy Yor the poor, 1s becaufe they fo feldom vif 
them. Hence it is, that, according to the common obfer: 
vation, one part of the world does not know what the other 
fuffers. Many of them do not know, becaufe they do not 
care to know: they keep out of the way of knowing it, and 
then plead their voluntary ignorance, as an excufe for their 
hardnefs of heart. “ Indeed Sir,” (faid a perfon of large 
fubftance) “ I am a very compaffionate man. But to tel 
you the truth, I do not know any body in the world that # 
in want.” How did this come to pafs? Why, he took good 
care to keep out of their way. And if he fell upon any of 
them unawares, he paffed over on the other fide. 

4. How contrary to this is both the fpirit and behaviour 
of even people of the higheft rank in a neighbouring nation! 
In Paris, ladies of the firft quality, yea, princeffes of the 
blood, of the royal family, conftantly vifit the fick, partict. 
larly the patients in the Grand Hofpital, Ard they not om 
ly take care to relieve their wants, (if they need any thing 
more than is provided for them) but attend on their fick 
beds, drefs their fores, and perform the meaneft offices for 
them. Here is a pattera for the Engit/h, poor or rich 
mean or honourable! For many years we have abundantly 
copied after the follies of the French; let us for once cop 
after their wifdom and virtue, worthy the imitation of th 
whole chriftian world, Let not the gentlewomen, or evet 
the counteffes in England, be afhamed to imitate thofe prin 


_ceffes of the blood! Here is a fafhion that does honour 


human nature. It began in France; but GOD forbid t 
fhould end there ! 

5. Andif your delicacy will not permit you to imitatt 
thofe truly honourable ladies ; by abafing yourfelves in the 
manner which they do, by performing the loweft offices fot 
the fick ; you may, however, without humbling yourfelve 
fo far, fupply them with whatever they want. And you 
may 
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may adminifter help of a more excellent kind, by fupplying 
their fpiritual wants; inftructing them (if they need fuch 
inftruction) in the firft principles of religion ; endeavouring 
to fhew them the dangerous flate they aregin, under the 
wrath and cuife of GOD through fin, and pointing thera 
to the Lamb of GOD, who taketh away the fins of the 
world. Befide this general inflruétion, you might have 
abundant opportunities of comforting thofe that are in pain 
of body or diftvefs of mind: you might find opportunities 
of flrengthening the feeble-minded, quickening thofe that 
are faint and weary; and of building up thofe that have be- 
lieved, and encouraging them to go on to perfection But 
thefe things you mull do in your own perfon: you fee, they 
cannot be done by proxy. Or fuppofe you could give the 
fame relief to the fick by another, you could not reap the 
fame adyantage to yourfelf, You could not gain that in- 
creafe in lowlinefs, in patience, in tendernefs of fpirit, in 
fympathy with the aihicied, which you might have gained, 
if you had aflified them in perfon. Neither would you re- 
ceive the fame recompenfe in the refurreétion of the jufl, 
when every man fhall receive his own reward, according ta 
his own labour. 

Il. 1. 1 proceed to inquire, in the fecond place, How 
are we to vifit them ? In what manner may this labour of 
love be moft effeciually performed ? How may we do this, 
moft to the glory of GOD, and the benefit of our neigh- 
bour? But before ever you enter upon the work, you fhould 
be deeply convinced, that you are by no means fufficient 
for it: you have neither fufficient grace, nor fufficient un- 
derflanding, to perform it in the moft excellent manner. 
And this will convince you of the neceffity of applying to 
the flrong for ftrength, and of flying to the Father of lights, 
the Giver of every good gift, for wifdom: ever remem- 
bering, there ts a Spirit in man that giveth wifdom, and the 
infpiration of the Holy One that giveth underftanding. When- 
ever therefore you are about to enter upon the work, feek 
his help by earneft prayer. Cry to him for the whole {pirit 
of humility, left if pride fteal into your heart, if you afcribe 
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any thing to yourfelf, while you ftrive to fave others, you 
deflroy your own foul. Before and through the work, from 
the beginning to the end, let your heart wait upon him for 
a continual fupply of meeknefs and gentlenefs, of patience 
and long-fuffering, that you may never be angry or difcou. 
reged, at whatever treatment, rough or fmooth, kind or un. 
kind, you may meet with. Be not moved with the deep 
ignorance of fome, the dulnefs, the amazing flupidity of 
others : marvel not at their peevifliinefs or ftubbornnefs, at 
their non-improvement after all the pains that you have 
taken: yea, at fome ot them turning back to perdition, and 
being worfe than they were before. Still your record is 
with the Lord, and your reward with the Moft High. 

2. As to the particular method of treating the fick. You 
need not tie yourlelf down to any; but may continually vary 
your manner of proceeding, as various circumftances may 
require. But it may not be amiis, ufually to begin with 
inquiring into their outward condition. You may ak, 
Whether they have the neceflaries of life ? Whether they 
have fuficient food and raiment? If the weather be cold, 
Whether they have fuel ? Whether they have needful at. 
tendance ? Whether they have proper advice, with regard 
to their bodily diforder ; efpecially if it be of a dangerous 
kind? In feveral of thefe refpeéts you may be able to give 
them fome afliftance yourfelf: and you may move thofe 
that are more able than you, to fupply your lack of fervice. 
You might properly fay in your own cafe, “ To beg I am 
afhamed ;” but never be afhamed to beg for the poor ; yea, 
in this cafe, be an importunate beggar: do not eafily take 
a denial. Ufe all the addrefs, all the underftanding, all the 
influence you have: at the fame time trufting in him, that 
has the hearts of al] men in his hands, , 

3. You will then eafily difcern, whether there be any 
good office, which you can do for them with your own 
hands. Indeed moft of the things which are needful to be 
done, thofe about them can do better than you. But in 
fome you may have more {kill, or more experience than 
they. And if you have, let not delicacy or honour ftan¢in 
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your way. Remember his word, Jna/much as-ye-have done 
st unto the leaft of thefe, ye have done it unto me. And think 
nothing too mean to do for him! Rejoice :o be abafed for 
his fake ! 

4. Thefe little labours of love will pave your way to 
things of greater importance. Having fhewn that-you have a 
regard for their bodies, you may proceed to inquire con- 
cerning their fouls. And here you have a large field be- 
fore you: you have fcope for exercifing all the talents 
which GOD has given you. May you not begin with 
alking, Have you ever confidered, that GOD governs the 
world ? that his providence is over all ? and over you in par- 
ticular? Does any thing then befal you without his know- 
ledge ? or without his defigning it for your good ? He knows 
all you fuffer: he knows all your pains; he fees all your 
wants, He fees, not only your affli€tion in general, but 
every particular circumftance of it. Is he not looking down 
from heaven, and difpofing all thefe things for your profit ? 
You. may then inquire, whether he is acquainted with the 
general principles of religion ? And afterwards lovingly and 
gently examine, Whether his life has been agreeable there- 
to? Whether he has been an outward, barefaced finner; or 
has had a form of religion ? See next whether he knows any- 
thing of the power: of worfhipping GOD tx fpirit and in 
truth, If he does not, endeavour to explain to him, With- 
out holinefs no man _fhall fee the Lord: and Except.a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of GOD. When he 
begins to underftand the nature of holinefs, and the neceffi- 
ty of the new birth, then you may prefs upon him repent- 
ance toward GOD, and faith in our Lord Fefus Chrift. 

5. When you find any of them begin to fear GOD, it 
will be proper to give them, one after another, fome plain 
tra&ts, as the Inftru€tions for Chriftians, Awake thou that 
fleepeft, and the Nature and Defign of Chriftianity. At the 
Next vilit you may inquire, What thev have read? what they 
remember ? and what they underftand? And then will be 
the time to enforce what they underftand, and if poffible, im- 
prefs it on their hearts, Be fure to conclude every meet- 
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ing with prayer. If you cannot yet pray without a form, 
you may ule tome of thofle compofed by Mr. Spinckes, of 
any other pious writer. But the fooner you break through 
this backwardnefs, the better. Afk of GOD, and he will 
foon open your mouth, 

6. Together with the more important leffons, which you 
endeavour to teach all the poor whom you valit, it would 
be a deed of charity to teach them two things more, which 
they are generally little acquainted with : induilry and clean. 
linefs, It was faid by a pious man, * Cleanlinefs is next 
to godlinefs.” Indeed the want of it is a. fcandal to all reli. 
gion ; caufing the way of truth to be evil-fpoken of. And 
without indufiry we are neither fit for this world, nor for 
the world to come. Wath regard to both, Whad/oever thy 
hand findeth to do, do tt with thy mght. 

Ill. 1. The third poiat to be confidered is, By whom is 
this duty to be performed? The anfwer is ready, By all 
that defire 10 zxherit the Aingdom of their Father, which was 
prepared for them from the foundation of the world. For 
thus faith the Lord, Come, ye blefed—anherit the hingdom— 
For I was fick, and ye viftted me. And to thofe on the left 
hand, Depart, yz curfed—for I was fick and ye vifited me not, 
Does not this plainly imply, that as all who do this, are d/e/- 
fed, and shall inherit the kingdom: {fo a\l who do it not, aie 
curfed, and thall depart into everlaflang fire. 

2. All therefore who defire to efcape everlafling fire, and 
to inherit the everlafling kingdom, are equally concerned, 
according to their power, yo prattife this important duty, 
Itis equally incumbent on young and old, rich and poor, 
men and women, according to their ability. None are fo 
young, if they defire to fave their own fouls, as to be excu- 
fed from affifting their neighbours. None are fo poor (un- 
lefs they want the neceflaries of life) but they are called to 
do fomething more or lefs, at whatever time they cam 
fpare, for the relief and comfort of their afflicted fellow- 
{ufferers. 

3. But thofe who are rich in thzs world, who have more 
than the conveniencies of life, are peculiarly called of GOD 
to 
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{6 this bleffed work, and pointed out to it by his gracious 

rovidence. As you are not under the neceffity of work- 
ing for your bread, you have your time at your own difpos 
fai. “You may therefore allot fome part of 1 every day fot 
this labour of love. If it be praéticable, it is far beft to 
have a fixed hour, (for “ any time,” we fay, “is no time,”) 
and not to employ that time in any other bulinefs, without 
urgent neceflity. You have likewife a peculiar advantage 
over many, by your ftation in life. Being fuperior in rank 
to them, you have the more influence on that very account. 
Your inferiors of courfe look up to you with a kind of re 
verence. And the condefcenfion which you thew im vifit- 
ing them, gives them a prejudice in your favour, which in+ 
clines them to hear you with attention, and willingly re- 
ceive what you fay. Improve this prejudice to the utter- 
moft, for the benefit of their fouls as well as their bodies. 
While you are as eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
a hufband to the widow, and a father to the fatherlefs, fee 
that you fill keep a higher end in view, even the faving of 
fouls from death, and that you labour to make all you 
fay and do, fubfervient to that great end. 

4- “ But have the poor themfelves any part or lot in this 
matter? Are they any way concerned in vifiting the fick?” 
What can. they give to others, who have hardly the conve- 
miencies, or perhaps neceffauries of life for themfelves? If 
they have not, yet they need not be wholly excluded from 
the blefling which attends the pra€tice of this duty. Even 
thofe may remember that excellent rule, “ Let our conve- 
niencies give way to our neighbour’s neceflities: and our ne- 
ceflities give way to our neighbour’s extremities.” And few 
are fo poor, as not to be able fometimes to give two mites: 
but if they are not, if they have no money to give, may 
they not give what is of more value ? Yea, of more value 
than thoufands of gold and filver? If you fpeak in the name 
of F-fus Chrift of Nazareth, may not the words you {peak 
be health to the foul, and marrow to the bones ? Can you 
give them nothing ? Nay, in adminiftering to them the grace 
of GOD, you give them more than all this world is worth! 
Go 
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Go on! Go on! Thou poor difciple of a poor Mafter ! Do ag 
he did in the days of his flefhh! Whenever thou haft an op. 
portunity, go about, doing good and healing all that are op. 
preft with the devil: encouraging them to fhake off his 
chains, and fly immediately to him 


* Who fets the prifoners free, and breaks 
The iron bondage from their necks.” 


Above all, give them your prayers. Pray with them: 
pray for them! And who knows but you may fave their 
fouls alive ? 

5 You that are o/d, whofe [cet are ready to ftumble up. 
on the dark mountains, may not you doa little more good, 
before you go hence and are no more feen ? QO remember 


“ 'Tis time to live, if you grow old: 
OF little lite the belt to make, 
And manage wifely tle laft flake!’ 


As you have lived many years, it may be hoped you have 
attained fuch knowledge as may be of ufe to others. You 
have certainly more knowledge of men, which is common. 
ly learnt by dear-bought experience. With what flrength 
you have lett, employ the few moments you have to f{pare, 
in miniftering to thofe who are weaker than yourlelves. 
Your grey hairs will not fail to give you authority, and add 
weight to what you {fpeak. You may frequently urge, to 
increafe their attention, 


“ Believe me, youth; for Iam read in cares, 
And groan beneath the weight of more than threefcore years." 


You have frequently been a fufferer yourfelf; perhaps you 
are fo fill. So much the more give them all the affiftance 
you can, both with regard to their fouls and bodies, before 
they and you go to the place, whence you will not return, 

6, On the other hand, you that are young have feveral 
advantages, that are almoft peculiar to yourfelves. You 
have generally a flow of {pirits, and a livelinefs of temper, 
which, by the grace of GOD, make you willing to under- 
take 
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take, and capable of performing many good works, at which 
others would be difcouraged. And you have your health 
and ftrength of body whereby you are eminently qualified, to 
ailift the fick and thofe that have no ftrength. You are able 
to take up and carry the croffes, which may be expected to 
lic in the way. Employ then your whole vigour of body 
and mind, in miniftering to your afflited brethren. And 
bles GOD that you have them to employ, in fo honour- 
able a fervice: like thofe heavenly /ervants of his that do 
Ars pleafe fure, by continually miniftering to the heirs of fal- 
vation, 

+. © But may not momen, as well as men, bear a oe in 
this honourable fervice ?” Undoubtedly they may: nay, 
they ought: it is meet, right, and their otal n “duty. 
Herein there is no difference: there is nesther male nor fe- 
male in Chrifl Fefus. AUndeed it has long paifed for a max. 
im with many, that ‘* women are only to be {een, not heard,” 
And accordingly many of them are brought up in fuch a 
manner, as if they were only defigned for agreeable play- 
things! But is this doing honour to the fex ? or is it a real 
kindnefs to them? No} it is the deepeft unkindnefs : it is 
horrid cruelty : it is mere Turkifh barbarity. And I know 
not how any woman of fenfe and fpirit can fubmit to it. 
Let all you that have it in your power, alfert the right, 
which the God of Nature has given you. Yield not to tht 
vile bondage any longer. You, as well as men, are ration- 
al creatures, You, like them, were made in the image of 
GOD: you are equally candidates for immortality. You 
too are called of GOD, as you have time, to do good unto 
all men. Be not difobedient to the heavenly colag When- 
ever you have opportunity, do all the good you can, parti- 
cularly to your poor fick neighbour, And every one of 
you likewife flail receive your own reward, according fo your 
own labour. 


8. It is wel! known, that, in the primitive church, there 
were women particularly appointe: d for this work. Indeed 
there was one or more fach in every chriftian congregation 
wider heaven, They were then termed deacons, that is, 
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fervants: fervants of the church and of its great Mafter, 
Such was Pacde, (mentioned by St. Pau/, Rom. xvi. 1.) g 
deacone/s of the church at Cenchrea.” It is true, mott of thefe 
were women in years, and well experienced in the work of 
GOD. But were the young wholly excluded from that 
fervice ? No; neither need they be, provided they know 
in whom they have believed, and fhew that they are holy of 
heart, by being holy in all manner of converfation. Such 
a deaconefs, it the anfwered her pitture, was Mr. Law's 
Miranda. Would any one objeét to her vifiting and reliey. 
ing the fick and poor, becaufe fhe was a woman? Nay, and 
a young One too? Do any of you that are young, defire to 
tread in her fteps ? Have you a pleafing form? An agree. 
able addrefs? So much the better, if you are wholly devoted 
tos GOD. He will ule thefe, if your eye be fingle, to mak 

your words flrike the deeper. And while you minster to 
others, how many bleflings may redound into your own bo. 
fom ? Hereby your natural levity may be deflroyed, your 
fondnefs for trifles cured, your wrong tempers correéied, 
your evi! habits weakened, until they are rooted out. And 
you will be prepared to adorn the doétrine of GOD our Sa 
viour; in every future fcene of life.. Only be very wary, 
if you vilit or converfe with thofe of the other fex, left your 
affections be entangled, on one fide or the other, and fo you 
find a curfe inftead of a biefling. 

g- Seeing then this is a duty to which we are all called, 
rich and poor, young and old, male and female; (and it 
would be well, if parents would train up their children here 
in, as well as in faying their prayers and going to church}} 
let the time paft fufhice that almott all of us have negleéted 
it, as by general confent. O what need has every one of 
us to fay, “ Lord, forgive me my fins of omiffion !” Well, 
in the name of GOD let us now from this day fet about it 
with general confent. And I pray, Ict it never go out of 
your mind, that this is a duty which you cannot perform by 
proxy: unlefs in one only cafe; unlefs you are difabled by 
your own pain or weaknefs. In that only cafe, it fufhces 
to fend the relief which you would otherwife give. Begis, 
my 
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my dear brethren, begin now: elfe the impreffion which 
you now feel, will wear off; and poffibly, it may never re- 
turn ! What then will be the confequence? Infiead of hear- 
ing that word, Come, ye bleffed—For I was fuck, and ye v1- 

ted me; you muil hear that awful fentence, Depart, ye 


curfed!—For I was fick, and ye vifited me not! 


Aberdeen, May 23, 1786. 








memes 
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The JournAL of THOMAS COKE, Bifhop of the 
Methodi/t-Epifcopal Church, 


From September 18, 1784, to June 3, 1785. 





[Continued from page 297. | 


UNDAY, March 13. I was now obliged to travel the 
\J whole Lord’s day, im order to reach my appojnted en- 
gagements. At dinner-time | found out another old Bap- 
til gentlewoman who defired me to alight, and gave me 
and my horfe very good entertainment : {he is amourner in 
Zion.- In the evening | reached Wilzamfburgh, atter hunt. 
ing in vain for one of our friends who lives within five miles 
of it. On inquiring of my landlady whether there were any 
Methodifts in the town, fhe informed me that one of the 
principal men in the town was a Methodifl (Mr. Holt). I 
called upon him, but found that he was a good old Prefbyte- 
rian. However when I apologized for my miftake, and was 
retiring, he infifted on my flaying at his houfe, and fent for 
my horfe. He loves GOD. 

Monday 14, 1 got to Smithfield. The innumerable large 
ferries in this country make travelling very expenfive, and 
they charge three fhillings fterling for a might’s fodder and 
corn for a horfe. . But it is not fo dear in the north. 

Port/mouth, Virginia, Tuefday 15, 1 got now into my 
work, bleffed be GOD, having only part of a dollar left. 
' I preached 
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I preached here to an attentive, but chiefly unawakened con. 
gregation, and baptized, 

Wednefday 16. I arrived at brother Jolly’s, at whofe 
houfe | preached to a little attentive congregation, and took 
up my lodging that night at the houfe of a neighbouring gen. 
tleman, of much. candour, but no religion. 

Thurfday 17. I preached at (what they call) The Brick. 
church, belonging to the church of England. The people 
in general in this neighbourhood feem very dead. But our 
friends, I believe, found ita tolerable good time at the fa. 
crament. After duty I went to filler Kelfck’s, a widow, and 
a moft excellent woman, The whole family indeed, which 
is numerous, feems all awakened. 

Friday 18. I preached at Mowyock to a little congrega. 
tion, I have now found out a fecret. My plan was to 
crofs over from the Weft-Indies to Port/mouth, and to take 
the circuit in which I am now engaged: and this plan was 
given at the laft conference to the refpective affiftants whom 
it concerned. But brother Morris (the only preacher in this 
circuit) negletted to publifh me, fo that the people have 
had hardly any notice, for which reafon I fuppofe my con, 
gregations throughout the circuit will be comparatively 
fmall. Indeed he has committed a much worfe negleé& than 
this: for he has not preached in moft parts of the circuit 
thefe two months, and in fome places not thefe ten weeks, 
although the people have regularly attended at the ac. 
cuftomed times, and gone away like fools. His wife, it 
feems, has been expecyyng her time for thefe ten weeks, 
and he muft wait uportsher till fhe hes in. If 1 knew of 
any preacher to fupply his place, I would fufpend him im. 
mediately. After preaching I went.to Hollowell Williams's, 
who is an exce!lent chriflian, and a faithful friend of the 
eaufe. If it had not becn for his aétivity, I fuppofe nobo- 
dy in the circuit would have known of my coming. 

Coenjock, Saturday 19. 1 preached here in a pretty cha- 
pel, which, I believe, belongs to the church of England; 
but we do regular duty in it, The congregation was not 
large. 





Sandys 
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Sandy-Hook-church, Sunday 20. Here we had a tolerable 
number, Owing to our friends riding out of the way to in- 
form the people from place to place, but no preparation for 
the facrament in any of thefe places, the notice being fa 
fhort, and in general fo uncertain. I rode, after preaching, 
to one Mr. Burge/s’s. Mr. Burge/s is quite the gentle- 
man and the man of reading, and fo very candid, that I am 
in hopes he is not far from conviétion. 

Pafquotank, Monday 21, Herel had not been publifhed. 
However, I colleéted about thirty, and gave them a fermon 
in the court-houfe. The fwearing, drinking landlord would 
charge me nothing for my entertainment. His wile has 
good defires. From hence l rode to Nixonton, where, as 
before, I had not been publifhed. They gathered together 
a tolerable congregation for me, to whom I gave a fermon 
in the evening. But the people in this country are fo {cat- 
tered, that the notice muft be very public, otherwife the peo- 
ple cannot attend, So much for Mr. Morns’s circuit. I 
lay this night at one Mrs. Adams’s, a widow lady of fortune, 
who has not yet joined the fociety. 

Tuefday 22. I rode to the reverend Mr. Pettzgrew’s. He 
is gone to the We/t-Indies for his health: but Mrs. Peiti- 
grew received me very kindly, 

Wednefday 23. I went to Edenton, a moft wicked place. 
Here Mr. Pettegrew preaches: The people in general feem- 
ed to prefer the court-houfe, which is an elegant place, fo 
I went there accordingly, and preached to a large congre- 
gation. The preachers ought really to take this place into 
their plan, and there is a perfon who will receive them. 
There feemed nothing but diffipation and wickednefs in the 
tavern at which I put up, and yet the landlord would take 
nothing for my dinner, In the afternoon I rode with bro. 
ther Dameron, one of our preachers who came to meet me, 
to Mrs. Boyd’s, a widow lady who came to Edenton to hear 
me. She lives about feven miles off on my way, and has 
good defires. I fuppofe Mr. Pettigrew does as much good 
in Edenton as a little chicken, 

Thurfday 
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Thurfday 24. I arrived at brother Camptell’s in North-(a, 
rolina, the gentleman and the chriftian united. On the 2sth, 
I preached in the Chapel-church, in which we do regular 
duty ; but, alas! religion is at a very low ebb in this neigh. 
bourhoad. 

Saturday 26. I preached in the houfe of one Mr. Outlaw, 
a rich man, but of no religion. We ufually preach in the 
church, but he has the gout, and his houfe is large, and he 
was defirous of hearing me, fo I preached in the houfe : and 
it was a very good time. 

Sunday 27. St. Fohn’s chapel. This belongs to the 
church of England, and we do regular duty init. I preach. 
ed here to an attentive people, and admuiniilered the Lord’s 
fupper. 

Monday 28. Bridges-Creek-church. This alfo belongs to 
the church of England, and we do duty whenever we pleafe 
here. I had a large congregation, but our friends foolifh- 
ly negleéted to provide the elements for the Lord's fupper, 
I have been travelling in a very low wet country for thele 
three weeks, and itis ailonifhing what a number of frogs there 
are here. There has been lately a remarkable mortality 
among the people in thefe fouthern ftates; vaft numbers of 
them have been carried off. 

Tuefday 29. I preached at the houfe of Anthony Moor, 
an J/raclite indeed, in whom there is no guile. The Lord 
has not been, I think, more prefent with me fince 1 came 
to America, than he was this day. 

Wednefday 30. Roanoke-chopel. 1 found in this cha- 
pel a ferious, attentive people. Here I met with Mr. Jar 
rat. After duty he went with me to one brother Seward’s, 
in the flate of Virginia, about eight miles off. We now 
talked largely on the minutes concerning flavery : but he 
would not be perfuaded. The fecret is, he has twenty-four 
- flaves of his own: but I am afraid, he will do infinite hurt 
by his oppofition to our rules. 

Thurfday 91. I came to-day to one Tfham Malone’s, and 


preached in his dwelling-houfe, where we had an excellent 
time, 
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time, efpecially at the facrament. In the afternoon I rode 
to brother Jordan's. 

Friday, April 1. I preached in a chapel belonging to 
Yiaac Fohnfon. 1 now begin to venture to exhort our fo- 
cieties to emancipate their iflaves. 

Saturday 2. At noon I preached in the dwelling-houfe 
of brother Dow/tng, and we had confiderable refrefhments at 
the facrament. Sifter Dow/ag 1s a blefied woman. 

Sunday 3- We croffed a dangerous ford, where a man 
was lately drowned. The river was rather full, but I fol- 
lowed the foremoft, and my company and felf got fafe over. 
I preached at noon at the houle of brother Almond. 

Monday 4. This being the day of the general elef&ion 
for the county, I don’t preach, but flay quietly at brother 
Almond’s, where I have a room to myfelf. 

Tuefday 5. I rode to fifter B dford’s. 

Thurfday 7. 1 went fome miles to vifit a dying friend, 
and {pent about half the day with him in drawing up his will, 
in which he emancipates, at the times there {pecified, his 
eight flaves. This is a good beginning. In the evening I 
crofled over a dangerous run of water, and lay at the houfe 
of brother Ward. 

Friday 8. According to my plan, I was to preach in a 
church called Royfter’s church at noon, Atter riding about 
twenty-five miles, I got, as I found afterwards, within a 
furlong of the church, but the church being out of fight in 
an immenfe foreft, and the path which led to it bardly trod- 
den, and having no guide, I rode about eighteen miles more, 
backwards and forwards, generally on the full ftretch, and 
found it at laft by the direction of a planter, whofe planta. 
tion was the only one I faw for fome hours, When I came 
there, which was two hours after the time, there was nobody 
there. I returned to the planter’s, who gave me and my 
borfe fome refrefhment, and recommended me to go to one 
brother Philps, a Methodift, about five miles off. After 
travelling till nine at night, and expecting frequently I fhould 
be obliged to take up my lodging in the woods, with the 
afiflance of a counle of negroes and a coupie of shillings, I 


found 
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found out the houfe. I now was informed that I had not 
been publifhed in Royfler’s church, or any part of that cir. 
cuit, the two preachers having not been at the laft conference, 
and the neighbouring preachers having not fent them a copy 
of my plan. However, our brother Phz/ps and family, and 
feveral other friends, intended to fet off the next morning 
for a quarterly-meeting about fixteen miles off. Their 
quarterly-meetings on this continent are much attended to, 
The friends for twenty miles round, and fometimes for 


thirty or forty, meet together. The meeting always lafts and 
two days. All the travelling-preachers in the circuit are The 
prefent, and they, with perhaps a local preacher or two, ture 
give the people a fermon one after another, befides the love- Ker 
feaft, and (now) the facrament. On Saturday 9, I fet off faci 
with the friends to brother Martzn’s, in whofe barn I preach: t. 
ed that day. The next day I adminiftered the facramentto JR 
a large company and preached, and after me the twotras JR Pre 
velling-preachers, We had now been fix hours and a half exc 
engaged in duty, and I had publifhed myfelf to preach in the ; 
neighbourhood for the three following days, fo they confent- of 
ed to defer the love-feaft till Wednefday. We were thirty th 
ftrangers, I think, in brother Martin's houfe only ; and were bet 
obliged to lie three in a bed. I had now, for the firft time, for 
a very little perfecution. The teftimony I bore in this place ed 
againft flave-holding, provoked many of the unawakened to 

retire out of the barn, and to combine together to flog me, the 
as foon as 1 came out. A high-headed lady alfo went out, ter 
and cried out, as I was afterwards informed, that fhe would of 
give fifty pounds if they would give that little doftor one ne 
hundred lafhes. When I came out, they furrounded me, by’ 
but had power only to talk. Our brother Martin has done me 
glorioufly, for he has fully and immediately emancipated tor 
fifteen flaves. And that fermon which made fo much noile, us 
has fo affeéted one of our brethren (brother Norton,) that 

he came to brother Martin, and defired him to draw up 4 = 
proper inflrument for the emancipation of his eight flaves. go 
A brother (whofe name is Ragland) has alfo emancipated “ 
one. 


Monday 
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Monday 11. I preached at brother Baker’s, Here a mob 
came to meet me with flaves and clubs. Their plan, I fan- 
cy, was to fall upon me as foon as I touched on the fubjeét 
of flavery. I knew nothing of it till I had done preaching, 
but not feeing it my duty to touch on the fubjeét here, their 
{cheme was defeated, and they fuffered me to pafs through 
them without moleftation. 

Tuefday 12. I rode to brother Kennon’s, preaching a fu- 
neral-fermon in the way at a planter’s houfe for a little child, 
and reading our burial-fervice over the grave in the wood, 
They have a funeral-fermon preached for every human crea- 
ture that dies, in thefe parts, except the blacks. Brother 
Kennon has emancipated twenty two flaves. Thefe are great 
facrifices : for the flaves are worth I {uppofe on an average 
#.40 fterling each, and perhaps more. 

Wednelday 13. I had a good time at the love-feaft after 
preaching at brother Kennon’s. Brother Martin’s wife is an 
excellent faint. 

Thurfday 14. We rode about forty miles to a brother 
of Mr. Kexnon. There are nine of the family in fociety. 
Ihave now done with my teftimony againft flavery for a time, 
being got into North-Carolina again; the laws of this ftate 
forbidding any to free their negroes. Friday 15. I preach- 
ed here to a {mall congregation. 

Saturday 16. I rode to a Prefbyterian church, in which 
the pious minifter gave our friends leave to hold their quar- 
terly-meeting. I preached that day and Sunday, and one 
of our preachers alfo on the Sunday. Our people in the 
neighbourhood, I found, (who have been brought up Pref 
byterians) had defired Mr. Patzd/o to adminifter the facra- 
ment to them, not knowing of my coming to fee them; fo, 
for the firft time in my hfe, I partook of the facrament in 
the Prefbyterian way. I lay at Mr. Paézdlo’s. 

Monday 18. I rode to Edmund Taylor's, a fincere frend 
and brother, who is overjoyed at our late change. They 
got a little company ‘ogether in the evening. 

Tuefday 19. We came to brother Green Hill’s, where 
we hold our conference. There were about twenty preach- 
xX Xx ers 
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‘ers or more in one houfe, and by making or laying beds og 
the floors, there was room for all. We fpent three days 
(from Wednefday to Friday inclufive) in conference, and 2 
comfortable time we had together. In this divifion we have 
had gg1 increafe this year; and have ftretched our borders 
into Georgta. Beverley Alien has all South-Carolina to range 
in. We have ordained him deacon and elder at this confe. 
rence. We alfo fend an elder and a preacher to South. 
Carclina. Brother Aflury has met with great encourage. 
ment in his vifit to Charlefown: a merchant (Mr. Wells) 
opened his houfe to him, and was convinced and juftified 
before he went away. We have now 110 members in that 
ftate, by the afliduity of a local preacher, who Jately fettled 
there. 

Saturday 23. We rode about forty-five miles to brother 


Tignall Jones's, in Mecklenburg county, Virginia, to a quar. | 


terly-meeting, which we held on the Sunday and Monday, 
Sifter Zones is a very precious woman. I had here a very 
fine congregation at five on Monday morning. The peo. 
ple in general in this part of the country, and alfo in North 
Carolina, eat only two meals a day, the firft about nine in 
the morning, and the other about four or five in the after 
noon. ‘The people in general, and more efpecially our own 
friends, go to bed very early (about nine o'clock} and rile 
early, about five o’clock or day-break. 

Tuefday 26. I again vifited kind brother Dow/ing, and 
preached that day and the next morning at five. On Wed: 
nefday I fet off for the quarter-meeting at brother Rogers'sin 
Brunfwick county, where I had a very refrefhing time. In 
the way I preached an awakening difcourfe, which I have 
fome reafon to think did good. 

Saturday 30. I fet off with a company of preachers who, 
by this time, had met me, for the conference. In the mort- 
ing I preached and adminiftered the facrament at brother 
Merrit’s. 

[To be continued. | 
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COMPASSION, 






Veils) 
{tified ITY the forrows of a poor old man, 
n that Whole trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 





Whofe days are dwindled to the fhorteft {pan, 

O give relief and heaven wiil blefs your ftore. 
Thefe tatter’d clothes my poverty be{peak, 

Thefe hoary locks proclaim my lengthen’d years ; 
And many a furrow in my gricf-worn cheek 

Has been a channel to a flood of tears. 
Yon houfe erefted on the rifing ground, 

With tempting afpe&t drew me from my road; 
For plenty there a refidence has found, 




























fier. And grandeur a magnificent abode. 
own Hard is he fate of the infirm and poor! 
rife Here as I crav’d a morfel of their bread, 
A pamper'd menial drove me from the door, 
and To feek a fhelter in a humbler hed. 
‘ed. Oh! take me to your hofpitable dome ; 
‘sin Keen blows’ the wind, and piercing is the cold! 
In Short is my paffage to the friendly tomb ; 
ave For I am poor and miferably old. 
Should I reveal the fources of my grief, 
ho, If foft humanity e’er touch’d your breaft, 
rn Your hands would not with-hold the kind relief, 
her And tears of pity would not be reprett. 
Heaven fends misfortunes ; why fhould we repine: 
‘Tis heaven has brought me to the ftate you fee ; 
. And your condition may be foon like mine, 





The child of forrow and of mifery. 
‘ie | A little 
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A little farm was my paternal. lot, 

Then like the lark I f{prightly hail’d the mom; 
But ah! oppreffion fore’d me from my cot, 

ly cattle died, and blighted was my corn. 

My daughter, once the comfort of my age, 

Lur’d by a villain from her native home, 
Is caft abandon’d on the world’s wide ftage, 

And doom’d in fcanty poverty to roam. 





My tender wite, fyeet fmoother uf my care, 
Struck with fad anguifh at the flern decree, 
Fell, ling’ring fell, .a wictim to defpair, 
And left the world to wretchednefs and me. 
Pity the forrows of a poor old. man, 
Whole trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 
Whofe days are dwindled to the fhorteft {pan, ' 
Oh! give relief, and heaven will blefs your fore, j: 


W 
BE Be aie eg pS ag SYR PATE 
A HyMn IN AFFLICTION. gi 
\ HY, throng’d and wedg’d with threatening cloyds, N 
/ ? ee ? , 
Does heav’n grow dark, and low’r? 
To drop down fatnefs on the earth ‘ 
In many a gentle fhow’r. | “ 
“Why do the wintry piercing blafts 
Make widew’d nature mourn ? Fc 
That {prings may bloom, and fummers fhine, y 
And gayeft {cenes return. : 
Why does the radiant fun retire, O 
And leave the world in flhade ? 
To re-enkindle ight and day, 
By change more grateful made. ‘ 
Why did the dear Redeemer bleed ? : B 


Oh! why did Jefus die? ¥ 
To fave mankind, exalt himfelfy 
. And reign above the thy. © 
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Thus all that e’er arrive at joy, 
~ Mufl pafs the gates of pain: 
And thou my GOD, doft frown a while, 
Only to {mile again. 


Not fo, when heavenly realms receive 
The difembodied foul ; 

There tides of never-ebbing blifs 
Ig endlefs circles roll. 
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Th HERMIT, 


T the clofe of the day, when the hamlet is ftill, 
And mortals the fweets of forgetfulnefs prove, 
When nought but the torrent is heard on the hill, 
And nought but the nightingale’s fong in the grove : 
"Twas then, by the cave of the mountain afar, 
A ‘hermit his fong of the night thus began ; 
sy No more with himfelf or with nature at war, 
He thought as a fage, while he felt as a man. 


* Ah, why thus abandon’d to darknefs and woe, 
Why thus, lonely Phzlomel, flows thy fad ftrain! 
For {pring fhall return, and a lover beflow, 
And thy bofom na trace of misfortune retain, 
Yet, if pity infpire thee, ah ceafe not thy lay, 
Mourn, {weeteft complainer, man calls thee to mourn: 
O foothe him, whofe pleafures like thine pafs away— 
Full quickly they pafs,—but they never return, 
* Now gliding remote, on the verge of the thy : 
The moon half extinguith’d her crefcent difplays<_ 
But lately 1 mark’d when majeftic on high 
She fhone, and the planets were loft in her blarga ' 
Roll on, thou fair orb, and with gladnefs purfue-* 
The path that condyéts thee to {plendour again. ~ 
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But man’s faded glory no change fhall renew; 7 _ 
Ah fool, to exult in a glory fo vain! 


“ Tis night, and the landfcape is lovely no more ; 
I mourn, but, ye woodlands, I mourn not for you; 
For morn is approaching, your charms to reflore, 
Perfum’d with frefh fragrance, and glitt’ring with dew, 
Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn: 
Kind nature the embryo-blofiom will fave.— 
But when fhall {pring vifit the mould’ring urn; 
O when fhall it dawn in the night of the grave! 


* *Twas thus, by the glare of falfe fcience betray’d, 
That leads, to bewilder; and dazzles, to blind; 
My thoughts wont to roam, from fhade onward to fhade, 
Deftruttion before me, and forrow behind. 
O pity great Father of light, then I cry’d, 
Thy creature who fain would not wander from thec ! 
Lo, humbled in duft, I relinquifh my pride ; 
From doubt and from darknefs thou only can’ft free. 


* And darknefs and doubt are now flying away, 
No longer I roam in conjeéture forlorn ; 


_ So breaks on the traveller, faint, and aftray, 


The bright and the balmy effulgence of morn. 
See truth, love, and mercy, in triumph defcendinyg, 
And nature all glowing in Eden’s firft bloom ! 


On the cold cheek of death {miles and rofes are blending, » 


And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb,” 


Re Ree Pee IR POOR 


Defiring a cheerful ResitGNATION to the DIVINE 
WILL. 


HY breathes my anxious heart the frequent figh ? 
Why from my eye-balls drops the ready tear ? 

Is it to mark how prefent bleffings fly ? 

Is it that griefs to come; awake my fear ? 


é O may 
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POETRY. 


O may I ftill with thankful heart enjoy 

The various gifts indulgent heaven beftows! - 
Nor let ungrateful diffidence deftroy 

The prefent good, with fears of future woes, 


Nor let me curious afk if dark or fair 

My future hours ; but in the hand divine, 
With full affiance, leave my every care ; 

Be humble hope and refignation mine. 


Celeftial guetts ! your fmile can cheer the heart, 
When melancholy fpreads her deepening gloom ; 
O come! your animating power impart, 
And bid {weet flowers amid the defart bloom. 


Yes, here and there, amid the dreary wild 
A {pot of verdure cheers the languid eye: 
And now and then a fun-beam, warm and mild, 
Sheds its kind influence from a clement fky, 


My GOD, my guide, be thou for ever near! 
Support .my fteps, point out my devious way ; 
Preferve my heart from every anxious fear ; 


Gild each dark fcene with thy enlivening ray. 


Be earth’s quick-changing fcenes, or dark, or fair, 
On thy kind: arm O bid my foul recline: 

Be heaven-born hope (kind antidote of care) 
And humble, cheerful refignation mine. 


Bree a Mertepe eG 


ADDRESS TO THE CALVINISTS, 


OD has, you fay, a two-fold will, 
GF One to preferve, and one to kill ~~ 


That in his word to all reveal’d, Tae 


* Ths from the reprobate conceal’d ». ‘st 











ie POETRY. 


That would have all the fallen kind 
Repentance and falvation find ; 

To hell’s inevitable pains, 

This the far greater part ordains ; 
Compell’d to fin by his decree, 
And damn’d from all eternity. 


His written will to all difplays 
Offers of life and pard’ning grace : 
His fecret doth this life deny 


To moft, yet afks,“* Why will ye die?” 


His /eeming will their good pretends, 
His real their damnation fends ; 
Makes the devoted vittims fit, 

And thrufts them down into the pit. 


’Tis thus, O GOD, they picture thee 5 


Thy juftice and fincerity, 

Thy truth which never can remove, 
Thy bowels of unbounded love, 

Thy freedom of redeeming grace, 

“ With-held from almoft all the race, 
** Made for Apollyon to devour, 

** In honour of thy fov’reign power!” 


Ye weak, miftaken worms, believe 
Your GOD, who never can deceive ; 
Believe his word fincerely meant, 
Whofe oath confirms his kind intent; 
Believe his tears: believe his blood; 
Both for a world of finners flow’d ; 
For thofe who nail’d him to the tree, 
For thofe who forg’d the dire decree, 
For ev'ry, reprobate—and me! 
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